
Activities:

Pair children up. Give one the sign that says, “forerunner.” 
Send each pair out and have the forerunner come in and 
announce the coming of the other child. (“Hey, everyone, 
here comes Lucas. He's on his way and he'll be here soon. 
Explain that this is what John the Baptist did as the 
forerunner of Jesus. 

Have everyone hold their breath for as long as they can. 
When they breathe again, they will let out a loud noise of 
relief. This must be how Zechariah felt when he could 
finally speak again. Everyone in town knew that 
Zechariah had been mute for nine months. What do you 
think they thought when he finally started speaking 
again? What did it make them think about John?

Imagine Zechariah coming home to tell Elizabeth about 
everything that happened. Have children take turns 
acting out what Zechariah experienced. They can act out, 
"baby," "angel," "God," "Christmas," "name," "praying,' 
"good news," "candle."
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Discussion:

Demonstrate drawing lots. This was the priests' custom for 
choosing which of them would go inside the temple to burn 
incense. Since there were many priests, and this was done once 
a year, each priest might only get to do this once or twice 
during his life. It was a special privilege. God had not sent any 
message to the Israelites in over 400 years. Imagine how it must 
have felt to receive a message from God after all that time.

The people of Israel had to wait a long time for the promised 
Messiah to arrive. Zechariah and Elizabeth had to wait a very 
long time to become parents. Then Zechariah had to wait a 
very long time before he could speak. Do you think this helped 
them to become more patient? How can you be more patient 
at Christmas time? (helping with preparations, not complaining 
when you don't get to do a favorite holiday activity, thanking 
your family for all they do around Christmas, etc.)

In Bible times having children was very important. Children are 
a blessing, so if someone couldn't have children, others thought 
they were not blessed (and thus, were not loved) by God. Just 
because God has not given someone the things He has given 
you (a nice home, getting to go to the school or camp you 
want, fancy vacations, parents who are married, grandparents 
who are still alive), does that mean God loves them any less? 
(NO!)



Zechariah, Elizabeth, John, Gabriel, Priest, Baptist, Angel, 

Baby

nojh ____________________________________

srepti _____________________________________

hazerachi ___________________________________

biztaeleh ___________________________________

rglaieb ___________________________________

lagen __________________________________

abyb ___________________________________

asitptb ____________________________________

Zechariah and Elizabeth

Name: _________________________ 
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Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

Zechariah and Elizabeth

Name:______________________________________________

But the angel told him: Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! 

God has heard your prayers. Your wife Elizabeth 

will have a son, and you must name him John.

~ Luke 1:13



❖ Children color and cut out face and beard
❖ Children glue face and beard onto paper bag, 

leaving top part of beard unglued
❖ Children glue yarn to top of head
❖ Children move top of beard to show when 

Zachariah could and couldn’t speak
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Coloring Page:

Encourage children a picture of their family.

Modeling dough: 

Encourage children to mold something from the story, like an angel or baby.

Game:

Have children hold hula hoops with bells on them. Invite one child at a time to 

go through the bell obstacle course, trying not to ring the bells. Talk about how 

hard it was to not make any noise. Christmas bells are a reminder that we are 

ringing out the good news of Jesus' birth. When you are excited about 

something, it's so hard not to let everyone know about it. We just want to shout 

out praise.

John the Baptist's job was to ring out the good news about Jesus. Later, he 

would go around telling everyone that Jesus was on His way. Even his birth 

happened just before Jesus'--letting everyone know something even more 

special was on the way. Let all the children take turns ringing the bells of good 

news for about thirty seconds. They can sing out Gloria! Jingle Bells! or Happy 

Birthday Jesus! while they do it.



Zechariah and Elizabeth

Name: __________________________________________________

My Family


