
Activities:

Show children a baby doll, a toy car, an x-ray and a toy 
lamb. Who takes care of babies? (parents) Who takes care 
of cars? (mechanics) Who takes care of your body? (doctors) 
Who takes care of sheep? (shepherds)

In ancient times, if you wanted a guest to only stay for a 
short time, you would only fill their glass halfway. This was a 
gentle hint. (fill a glass halfway) If you wanted them to stay 
a long time and feel welcome, you would fill their glass all 
the way. (fill it the rest of the way)

Choose one child to be the shepherd and blindfold them. 
Have all other children crawl around room bleating like 
sheep, one at a time. Have the shepherd try to guess the 
name of each sheep.

When you're at home with your parents and everyone is 
doing their own thing (watching tv, reading a book, 
cooking, cleaning) do you get your parents attention by 
introducing yourself and waiting for a formal response, or do 
you just say what you have to say to them? These verses 
describe being in God's presence. It's like being at home with 
your parents. They're with you even when you're not 
talking. You can sense that they're in the room without even 
looking. You can start a conversation at any time.



Upper 

Elementary



A Modern Psalm 23

Ask children to make Psalm 23 modern for themselves. 
They can each write their own answers or everyone can 
agree as a group how Psalm 23 would be written today.

❖ David was a shepherd who watched over his sheep, so 
he talked about God as a shepherd watching over 
him. Who watches over you? Who is an example of a 
protector? (teacher, parent, police officer, bodyguard, 
security guard etc.)

❖ Where do you get to rest when you're tired? Who 
provided that place for you?

❖ Sheep need grass to eat and water to drink. Where do 
you get your needs met? (the grocery store, the water 
fountain, etc.)

❖ What is a really scary situation you have been in, or 
worry about? (tests at school, dealing with bullies, etc.)

❖ A shepherd would use a staff to guide sheep to safe 
places. What guides you? (the Bible, worship songs, 
prayer time, etc.)

❖ What is a way God or a parent has treated you to 
something special while you are going through a 
difficult thing? (getting ice cream when your throat is 
sore, an ice pack when you are injured, a chamomile 
bath when you get covered in poison ivy, etc.)



A Modern Psalm by ____________________________

You, LORD, are my ___________________________.

I will never be in need.
You let me rest in ___________________________.

You lead me to _____________________________,

and you refresh my life.
You are true to your name, and you lead me along the 
right paths.
I may walk through _________________________,

but I won’t be afraid. You are with me, and your 
________________________________ 

Make(s) me feel safe.
You treat me to ____________________________,

while _______________________________.

You honor me as your guest, and you fill my cup until it 
overflows. Your kindness and love will always be with me 
each day of my life, and I will live forever in your 
house, LORD.

Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.





Lower 

Elementary



Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

The Singing Shepherd

Name:______________________________________________

You, LORD, are my shepherd. I will never be 

in need. ~ Psalm 23:1



❖Teacher cuts shepherd staffs from large cardboard box 
(a cereal box is big enough).

❖Children color heart red, grass green, water blue and 
path brown.

❖Children cut out pieces and glue onto shepherd staff.



You, LORD, are my 
shepherd. I will 

never be in need.

You let me rest in 
fields of green 

grass.

You lead me to 
streams of 

peaceful water, 
and you refresh 

my life.

Your kindness and love 
will always be with me 

each day of my life, 
and I will live forever 
in your house, LORD.
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Preschool



Coloring Page:

Encourage children to draw a picture of someone hugging them when they are 

scared. Talk about what things scare them. Who else wants to take care of you 

when you're scared? (God)

Modeling Dough: 

Encourage children to make sheep. Pretend they are looking for grass and 

water.

Game: 

Have children take turns being the shepherd while the others are sheep. Tell 

the shepherd the sheep need grass, water, a place to lie down, that they're 

scared and need hugs/pats on the back. Have them act out providing each thing 

for the sheep.



The Singing Shepherd

Name: __________________________________________________

God is our protector.


